


Oakland, MD   August 3, 2015
Present at the regular meeting of the Mayor and Town Council of Oakland held at 5:00 PM were the following:


Peggy Jamison
Mayor


Elmer Redinger

Kathy Shaffer

Jack Riley


Sherwin Teagarden


Jay Moyer and Jack Rickman were not present for the meeting
Also present were Aaron White and Ida Durben
Jack Riley called the meeting to order and led those attending in the pledge of allegiance.  He then noted that the first order of business was to approve the minutes of the July 6th, 2015 meeting, approve the bills for payment and review the June 2015 Financial Report.  It was noted that the July 2015 had not been finalized.  After some discussion, Mayor Jamison made a motion to approve the following:  the minutes of July 6th, 2015, the bills for payment, and the June 2015 Financial Report.  The motion was seconded by Elmer Redinger and carried unanimously. 

Mayor Jamison then noted that Town representatives will be meeting with the County Commissioners on August 18th, 2015 at 6:00 pm to discuss the future Hotel/Restaurant Project, the issues that the Oakland Police Dept. is having with the Sheriff’s Department and some other issues.  It was noted that we should discuss with them about the POS money and why it went to the baseball field instead of being distributed to the Town.  Mayor Jamison noted that everyone is invited to attend.  Mayor Jamison also noted that there is a TAC meeting on August 19th, 2015 regarding the Autumn Glory and Fireman’s Parades. The meeting will be at the McHenry Police Barracks.  Mayor Jamison also noted that Cody Rinker and Dr. Jenkins are still working together on a Dog Park within Oakland.        

Jack Riley noted that Aaron White was present so the Town could recognize him for the dedication he has shown in making the Broadford Fireworks a complete success for several years.  Mayor Jamison presented Mr. White a certificate of appreciation and thanked him for his dedication.  

Ida Durben then came before Council to address an issue she is having with dilapidated properties that are on both sides of her property.  She noted that she lives on Center Street and that 3 West Center Street has extremely high grass and 15 West Center Street has miscellaneous debris laying around and the structure is starting to house various wildlife which could eventually become a nuisance.  Mayor Jamison noted that she will have the Code Enforcement Officer contact her to discuss all of her concerns.  Council thanked Mrs. Durben for coming to report these issues.  
Mayor Jamison then noted that the Town has received maps of the Streetscape Project for Council to review.  After some review and discussion, it was noted that we should still have designated parking on both sides of Oak Street and also a sidewalk.  With regards to Third Street/Route 219, there should be no parking in front of Walgreen’s.  Also, there should be no designated parking in front of Garrett Electric and Fox’s Pizza and it should just be left as a shoulder.
Discussion then moved to the RK&K Engineering Agreement.  It was noted that the Town Attorney had reviewed the agreement.  After some discussion, Sherwin Teagarden made a motion to approve the RK&K Engineering Agreement and to move forward with the project.  The motion was seconded by Elmer Redinger and carried unanimously.  
The next topic for discussion was a memo received from the Garrett County Board of Elections.  They will be having 2016 early voting at the Oakland Community Center and would like for the Oakland/Mt. Lake Park Lion’s Club to have their Halloween Social on a different day for that year so that it will not interfere with the early voting.  Councilman Riley noted that this information will be forwarded to the Oakland/Mt. Lake Park Lion’s Club President so that the event can be rescheduled since the Town receives funding from the Garrett County Board of Elections for the early voting.  
Jack Riley then noted that the next topic for discussion was a request received from Chief Randy Wright who would like to promote Officer William Thomas to Patrolman First Class ahead of his scheduled time due to the fact that Officer Thomas has been an outstanding employee since he was hired and going above and beyond to get jobs completed.  After some discussion, Sherwin Teagarden made a motion to promote Officer Thomas to Patrolman First Class retroactive to July 1st, 2015.  The motion was seconded by Kathy Shaffer and carried unanimously.
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Discussion then moved to the topic of the D & R Distributors property which housed the old “Best” Gas Station.  It was noted that this property was recently purchased by the Town in order to expand the parking downtown.  There was some discussion on whether or not we should tear down the building.  After some discussion, Sherwin Teagarden made a motion to proceed with getting quotes for demolition of the building.  The motion was seconded by Kathy Shaffer and carried unanimously.
The next topic for discussion was a proposal that was received from Appalachian Crossroads.  They would like to submit a bid for the Meter Maid position.  They would check the meters twice a day, write parking tickets, and deliver the citations to the Oakland Police Department at a rate of $11.75/each time.  After some discussion, Council agreed to have the revitalization committee review this issue and to continue using the Two Hour Free Parking Bag at this time.
Elmer Redinger then noted that the Oakland Street Department is currently doing some ditching in different areas throughout the Town.

Jack Riley noted that the Police Department is still having issues with training available through the Sheriff’s Department which was previously to be made available to the Town.

Jack Riley then noted that we need to move to Executive Session to discuss some personnel issues.  At approximately 6:50 PM, Kathy Shaffer made a motion to move to Executive Session in accordance with Section 10-508 (a)(1) to discuss personnel issues.  The motion was seconded by Sherwin Teagarden and carried unanimously.

Council reconvened at approximately 7:00 PM, and it was noted that the resignation of Bill Fazenbaker had been accepted.  

There was no further business for discussion and so Sherwin Teagarden made a motion to adjourn the regular meeting, seconded by Elmer Redinger and carried unanimously.
The regular meeting adjourned at 7:05 PM.

 






____________________________________ Mayor
 
 





____________________________________ Clerk
